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   S e r v i n g  F u l l - T i m e  S i n c e  2 0 0 6   
     Bernards  Retire As Lutherwald Managers 

For the past 7 years, Don & Sue Bernard have provided hospitality to thousands of 

Lutherwald retreat visitors and summer campers. Together they have been instrumen-

tal in turning Lutherwald into a nationally-recognized ‘showcase camp ‘ and special 

destination for vistors. LOMIK Director, Mark Radloff, tells this story… 

“It was a hot day in August 2002 and camp was over for the summer. I stopped by Lake 

Luther to check in with Dick Hagen, our camp manager.  He was eating lunch with his 

wife Doris and some guy I had never seen before. Dick introduced me that day to Don 

Bernard, a recently retired Ft Wayne school teacher and member of St Matthew Lu-

theran Church, who had come up to help with some projects. ‘Don showed up a few 

weeks back to volunteer his time. He’s been a great help around here,’ I remember Dick 

telling me. 

Summer turned to fall and Don continued to faithfully show up at camp weekly to help 

not only Dick at Lake Luther, but also Larry Hamrick, our manager at Lutherwald. 

Dick called me one day in December and said, ‘Mark, is there money in next year’s 

budget to hire Don part-time? We need a guy like him more than one day a week to 

help catch up on all the work that needs to be done around here and over at Luther-

wald.’ I thought about it for about two seconds and agreed that bringing Don onboard 

was something we could and should do. 

Little did we know at the time that Dick would suffer a fatal heart attack that next 

month, just days before Don officially began working for LOMIK. Everyone in our camp 

family deeply felt the loss of our friend and co-worker. But Don picked up where Dick 

left off, working on repairs and improvements at the camps. 

In spring 2006, we said goodbye to Larry & Margie Hamrick as they accepted positions 

with the Lutheran camps in their home state of South Carolina. We offered Don the full

-time position at Lutherwald. ’Let me check with Sue and see if we can do this to-

gether,’ Don said.  So that’s the story of how  Don & Sue began working as a team as 

Lutherwald camp managers.” 

Here’s the good news...The Bernards will continue to be involved. Don will work part-

time as LOMIK Maintenance Manager, responsible for maintenance oversight at all 3 of 

our camps—and Sue will help out as the need arises with special events. 

Bob Bosserman, President of the LOMIK Board of Directors, 
addresses the “Bernard Appreciation Dinner” held at Glen-
darin Golf Club in Angola on August 23.  
 
Members of the Lutherwald summer camp staff pose with 
Don & Sue at the 2013 Lutherwald Hog Roast. 

Planning is in the early stages, but the LOMIK Board of Directors are 
moving forward with plans to give Lutheran Hills a new look in 2014.  
 
This winter and spring will see the demolition of GINKO/GUEST 
HOUSE, replacing it with a new facility (similar to the Jerusalem house 
built at Lutherwald in 2012) that will be ready for the summer.   
 
Also in the works for 2014 are plans to begin the first phase of reno-
vating SHEDRON LODGE (left), giving it an outside facelift and recon-
figuring/updating the interior—where it will accommodate up to 24 
overnight guests. 

  N e w  C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  2 0 1 4      

    Lutheran Hi l ls  Update  



If ministry is about relationships, we have to credit the success of our summer camp ministry at Lutherwald, Lutheran Hills and Lake Luther to our col-
lege-aged staff.  They come from different places and attend different colleges, but they have these things in common—a love of the Gospel message 
and a desire to work with kids in the outdoor setting.  This dedicated, high-energy, enthusiastic group is carefully selected and work as a team to give 
guidance and special attention to the children in their care.  We are thankful for their dedication and good work.  They make the difference. 

   H e l p i n g  B u i l d  U p  O u r  C a m p  M i n i s t r y     

   LOMIK Named Endowments  

LOMIK “Named Endowments” are gifts of $10,000 or more, invested and managed by Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-
Kentucky, to provide annual income for camp ministry. Contact LOMIK at (260) 667-7750 on how to establish a “Named Endow-
ment” to honor a pastor, friend or family member. LOMIK currently has 6 accounts with a value of $75,500 in protected principal: 
 
• Rev. Fred Hanes SCHOLARSHIP Endowment 
Purpose:  To provide an annual gift for summer camp scholarships. 
Established:  2007 by Hanes family and friends. 
History:  Rev Fred Hanes was President of the United Lutheran Church when Lutherwald was established in 1949.  Pastor Hanes, 
instrumental in arranging the purchase of the Lutherwald camp property, was honored through the naming of Hanes Lodge, 
Lutherwald’s main camp facility, in 1955. 
  
• Rev. Rodney Willeke SCHOLARSHIP Endowment 
Purpose:  To provide an annual gift for summer camp scholarships. 
Established:  2009 by St Mark’s Lutheran Church/Ft Wayne and Risen Savior Lutheran Church/Ft Wayne. 
History:  Pastor Rod & Martie Willeke have been long-time supporters of Lake Luther and former campground members.  The 
endowment was established on the occasion of Pastor Willeke’s 50

th
 ordination anniversary by St Mark’s and Risen Savior congre-

gations.  
 
• KEMPSKI RETREAT CENTER Endowment 
Purpose:  To assist with the costs of maintenance and upkeep of the Kempski Retreat Center at Lutherwald.     
Established:  2010 by Bishop Ralph & Mary Kempski.   
History:  The Kempski Retreat Center was named in 1986 to honor Rev Ralph Kempski, Bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
from 1979-1998.  The retreat center was built as a result of the Greater Lutheran Outdoor Witness (GLOW) campaign, a synod-
wide outdoor ministry fundraising effort in the mid-1980s.   
 
• Bishop James R. Stuck SCHOLARSHIP Endowment 
Purpose:  To provide an annual gift for summer camp scholarships. 
Established:  2010 by the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky Board of Directors. 
History:  Bishop James R. Stuck served the Indiana-Kentucky Synod ELCA from 1998-2010, a time of unprecedented growth for 
our camps.  Bishop Stuck has been a life-long avid supporter of Lutheran Hills, Lake Luther and Lutherwald.  On the occasion of 
Bishop Stuck’s retirement, the LOMIK Board of Directors announced the establishment of this fund in his honor at the 2010 Indi-
ana-Kentucky Synod Assembly.      
 
• Dr. George & Tiffiny Mansfield READING CAMP Endowment 
Purpose:  To provide an annual gift to help cover costs associated with Reading Camp camper scholarships and program needs. 
Established:  2011by Dr George & Tiffini Mansfield 
History:  Dr Mansfield, alarmed in learning that some states base their future prison population estimates on the literacy failure 
rate of current elementary school children, was motivated to establish this fund when he learned LOMIK was addressing this issue 
through its Reading Camp program.  Although Dr & Mrs Mansfield, members of St Paul’s/Seymour, have been blessed with chil-
dren of their own who do not struggle with reading, they feel passionately that children be provided opportunity to achieve their 
potential.    
 
• Pastor Tom Herbon SCHOLARSHIP Endowment 
Purpose:  To provide an annual gift for summer camp scholarships. 
Established:  2011 by wife Carole and sons John & David. 
History:  Pastor Herbon served three congregations in Indiana—Calvary/Angola, St John/Ft Wayne, Trinity/Goshen. All three con-
gregations were instrumental in the founding of Lake Luther. Rev Herbon served on the Indiana-Kentucky Synod Outdoor Minis-
tries Committee, was involved in fundraising efforts at Lake Luther, and two of his sons served on summer camp staff. 

    O u r  C a m p s  P l a y  A n  I m p o r t a n t  R o l e  

          Raising Up Leaders For The Church    
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DATES 2014 RETREATS & SPECIAL DAYS 

                                         For full details…. www.lomik.org    

NEW YEARS  
LOCK-IN 

Lutherwald Dec 31-Jan 1 An awesome 22-hour event for youth grades 5-8—and “no worries” for parents—as 
this event is staffed by members of our summer camp staff .  Bring in the New Year 
with food, fun and your camp friends!    $45. 

TOBOGGAN   
RETREAT 

 Lake Luther  Feb 22-23 A Saturday mid-afternoon through Sunday morning retreat for middle school and 
high school youth groups and their adult sponsors with tobogganing at nearby 
Pokagon State Park, hosted by members of our summer camp staff.  $25. 

KICKOFF  
BREAKFAST  

Lake Luther/ 
Lutherwald 
Lutheran Hills 

April  12 
  
April 26 

LOMIK kicks of 2014 with a spring breakfast event at 9:00 am.  It’s our annual 
“stakeholders meeting” hosted by the LOMIK Board of Directors. So come and join 
congregational leaders, pastors, parents—everyone who has an interest in our 

camps!  FREE 

 
JOIN HANDS DAY 

Lake Luther 
Lutherwald 
Lutheran Hills 

May 3 
May 3 
May 10 

A Saturday work day for all ages (9:00 am-2:00 pm). Projects to get the camp ready 
for summer include cleaning, painting, light carpentry, camp store setup and yard 
work, The day is sponsored by Thrivent Financial. Lunch is provided at 1:00 pm.  

FREE 

 
CHILDREN’S DAY 

Lutherwald 
Lake Luther 
Lutheran Hills 

June 14 
June 14 
June 14 

An OPEN HOUSE for the entire family that introduces youngsters and parents to 
camp by giving them a half-day (10:00 am – 2:00 pm.) camp experience that in-
cludes lunch. Kids are divided into age groups and get their own camp counselor 

for the day!  FREE 

 
FAMILY DAY 

Lutheran Hills 
Lutherwald 
  

June 21 
July 12  
  

Beginning at 11 am on Saturday, a full day of family activities led by our summer 
camp staff—canoe trip, swimming, games, hiking, arts & crafts, evening campfire 
program. Includes lunch and dinner. Overnight accommodations are available for 
those wanting to stay over and attend the next day BBQ..  $20 adults / $10 kids  

 
SUNDAY BBQ  

Lutheran Hills 
Lutherwald 
Lake Luther 

June 22 
July 13 
July 20 

The annual summer gathering begins with worship at 10:30 am followed by the 

BBQ meal served 11:30 am—1:00 pm.  $8 adults, $5 children. 

 
LAKE LUTHER 
FEST 

 
Lake Luther  

 
July 25-27 

A Friday evening to Sunday morning weekend program for families, middle school 
and high school youth groups and their adult leaders.  Groups and families “camp 
out” for the weekend at Lake Luther’s comfortable campground area, have full use 
of the camp and attend stage performances all weekend at NO COST.  Meals $5.    

FALL RIVER RUN  Lake Luther  Sept 28 
Oct 12 

We offer 2 leisurely Sunday afternoon canoe/kayak trips for couples, families or 
youth groups on the Pigeon River on a peak color fall weekend.  It’s a 2 hour trip of 
easy paddling.  $20. 

TRAILBLAZER  
WEEKEND 

Lake Luther 
Lutheran Hills 

Oct 17-19 
Nov 7-9 

A programmed event (Friday evening through Sunday morning) for middle school 
youth groups (grades 6-7-8) and their adult leaders led by our summer camp staff.   

$70. 

TECUMSEH TRAIL 
DAY HIKE 
 

Lutheran Hills Oct 25 Arrive Friday night or Saturday morning for a 9-mile day hike one of Indiana’s pre-
mier hiking trails that runs along the Lutheran Hills property line.  We begin with 
breakfast at 8:00 am. Lunch is provided.  $20. 

PRE-HOLIDAY 
COOKIE BAKE 

Lutherwald Nov 1 Come and get all of your holiday cookies baked and enjoy the fellowship of other 
bakers.  Come ready to help in the kitchen and leave with several batches of fresh 
baked homemade cookies and ready-to-freeze cookie dough.  $30. 



Ahlrichs, James 
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Bearman, Barbara 
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Bergs, Randall 
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Blackwood, Lucas 
Bloomer, Bethany 
Bloomer, Jeffrey 
Boone, Edward & Valinda 
Bocock, Shirley 
Borchelt, Larry 
Bosserman, Bob & Carol 
Brochin, Mark & Patricia 
Brown, Don & Jane 
Bryant, James & Sharla 
Bryant, Michael & Ruth 
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Burgess, Scott & Kimberly 
Bush, John & Judith 
Byerley, Wayne & Kathleen 
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Collier, Michael & Sonia 
Coval, Gary & Ellen 
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Cummings, John 
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Hagen, Doris 
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Nieter, Daniel & Beth 
Oehme, Cliff & Julie 
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Outten, Matthew & Anna 
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Pannkuk, John & Kay 
Parrish, Donald & Barbara 
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Parsons, Dorothy 
Perkins, Michael & Norma 
Peters, Keith & Karen 
Peterson, Reuben & Jean 
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Plouch, V. David & Carol 
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Priest, David & Kimberly 
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Quance, Raymond & Virginia 
Radloff, Mark & Sandy 
Raifsnider, Jack & Mary 
Rehmel, Bob 
Reichhart, Joan 
Richman, Kirk & Renee 
Riehl, Chloe 
Rife, James & Barbara 
Rife, Scott & Veronica 
Robinson, Gerald 
Rosenbarger, Terry & Cindy 
Rueter, Phyllis 
Saum, Marilyn 
Schlemmer, Donald & Loreen 
Schmalz, George & Carol 
Schmidt, David & Peggy 
Schmidt, Tony 
Schroeder, Randall & Melissa 

Schumaker, Cleon & Shirley 
Seykowski, Edward & Karen 
Shade, Robert 
Shaffner, Peter & Kym 
Sharpe, Lisa 
Shook, Donna 
Simpson, James & Delores 
Simpson, Todd & Sara 
Sloss, Mark & Susan 
Smith, Ann 
Smith, Kathryn 
Somers, Byron 
Spieth, Samuel & Renee 
Springer, Maurice & Sharon 
 
 

Springer, Ronald & Jacquelyn 
Stacy, John 
Starek, Bruce & Paula 
Steele Kahl, Beckie 
Stringer, Gene & Ida Mary 
Swager, Cleo 
Thatcher, James & Patricia 
Thiele, Ralph & Jan 
Thompson, Jeff & Kathryn 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
The Lutheran Foundation 
Thurman, David & Joyce 
Topeka United Methodist Church 
Willeke, Rod & Martie 
Tryznka, Ruth 
Tuttle, Ronald 
Twedt, Paul & Joyce 
Van Westen, Scott & Anna 
Vining, David & Jody 
Voirol, Jess 
Vondran, Bill 
Waffle, James & Marilyn 
Walden, Ruth 
Walther, Joyce 
Walton, Erin 
Webb, Ladona 
Werge, Thomas 

Werling, Bruce 
Werling, Lowell & Pat 
Werling, Rosalie 
Werling, Vernon & Mary 
Westerfeld, Dennis 
Wiedemann, G. F. & Doris 
Wilcoxson, David & Jennifer 
Wildt, Roy & Darlene 
Willeke, Rod & Martie 
Willman, Sean & Anna 
Windhorn, Dean & Joyce 
Winn, Claudia 
Winter, Fred & Jody 
Wissman, Rita 
Witte, Stephen 
Witters, Catherine 
Woebbeking, Rickie 
Yeager, Andrew & Lisa 

Yeoman, Sharon 
Young, W 
 
Antioch Lutheran Church/Hoagland 
Bethany Lutheran Church/South Bend 
Bethany Lutheran Church/LaPorte 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church/Indpls 
Calvary Lutheran Church/Bluffton 
Christ Lutheran/Jeffersontown KY 
Christ the King Lutheran/South Bend 
Faith Lutheran Church/Logansport 
Gethsemane Lutheran/Ft Wayne 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church/Highland 
Good Shepherd Lutheran/Indpls 
Good Shepherd Lutheran/South Bend 
Hebron Lutheran Church/Hebron KY 
Holy Shepherd Lutheran/St John 
King of Glory Lutheran Church/Carmel 

Peace Lutheran Church/Connersville 
Resurrection Lutheran Church/Indpls 
Resurrection Lutheran Church/Marion 
Risen Savior Lutheran Church/Ft Wayne 
Sheph of the Hills Lutheran/Evansville 
St James Lutheran Church/New Haven  
St James Lutheran Church/Payne OH 
St John Lutheran Church/Lake Twp 
St John Lutheran/Stony Ridge OH 
St John Lutheran Church/Ft Wayne 
St John Lutheran Church/Louisville KY 
St Luke Lutheran Church/Michigan City 
St Mark Lutheran/Wapakoneta OH 
St Mark Lutheran Church/Batesville 
St Mark Lutheran Church/Albion 
St Mark Lutheran Church/Auburn 
St Mark Lutheran Church/Butler 
St Mark Lutheran Church/Uniondale 

St Paul Lutheran Church/Middlebury 
St Paul Lutheran Church/Richmond 
St Paul Lutheran Church/Seymour 
St Paul Lutheran Church/Versailles 
St Peter Lutheran Church/Corydon 
St Peter Lutheran Church/Bear Branch 
Trinity Lutheran Church/Bryan OH 
Trinity Lutheran Church/Brookville 
Trinity Lutheran Church/Goshen 
Trinity Lutheran Church/Union City 
Trinity Lutheran Church/Wauseon OH 
Zion Lutheran Church/N Manchester 
Zion Lutheran Church/Sunman 
Zion’s Lutheran Church/Pershing 

 

 L u t h e r a n  O u t d o o r  M i n i s t r i e s  I n d i a n a - K e n t u c k y     

          Campfire Circle — 2013 Donors  

 


